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Lmax = The maximum length of the shark, skate of ray, in centimetres.

D = The depth where the species is mostly found, in meters. Source: www.fishbase.org, version (08/2015) s H A R Ks 5 s KAT E s a n d RAYS

e o of the southern North Sea and the (eastern) English Channel

1 T Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus). Lmax = 980 cm. D = 0-2000 m. The basking shark has gill slits which nearly encircle the head.

It has very small teeth but uses gill rakers to filter the seawater for plankton. Eyes tiny relative to body size. The basking shark occurs et T ’
everywhere in the world, Rare in the English Channel and the North Sea. Why this identification card?

2 T Porbeagle (Lamna nasus). Lmax = 350 cm. D = 0-1000 m. The porbeagle is a heavily built but streamlined shark with a sickle shaped tail. T:IS I dl.enttlflca?o; .car: wka S mkac:e for fésherm;r}hto e tbc;lard and On;hekﬂs: Tarket, and of course E:r e}:iery:??dy
Moderately long conical snout with relatively large black eyes. Dorsally dark blue to grey with no patterning and ventrally white. The porbeagle w 0 18 Interesie _'n S .ar s_' Skaies an_ rays. @h you carch of see a shar 4 Ska e OF ray, you can use this idenurica-
occurs in the entire North Sea but sporadic. tion card as an aid to identify the species. You can use the features and particularities to compare or run through the

. . ; ” . pictures and the short questions at the front of this card to identify the right species.

3 T Angelshark (Squatina squatina). Lmax = 185 cm. D = 0-150 m. The angelshark is Dorsoventrally flattened with large pectoral and pelvic
fins and two large dorsal fins on the tail. Symmetrical light lines on the body. Very rare in the North Sea. Riiled

4 T gh’es'zhger ‘-‘h“”i‘ m""lf”'“ :‘,"P""”;J_' '-m;" = ?ﬁohcm‘ D; 0‘530 'E-SE"“E”‘G long dorsal caudal lobe, about as long as rest of shark. Some sharks, skates and rays are protected and it is not allowed to bring them to shore, other species can be brought

VOR/COITONNS:OF ST 8081 In SRy I Fosm s SoMe ey Bort e to land, but under several conditions. The relevant law and regulations are complex, but in general this applies:

5 Nursehound (Scyliorhinus stellaris). Lmax = 170 cm. D = 5-50 m. Dorsally creamy brown with numerous dark spots, occasionally also
white spots. The small anterior nasal flaps do not reach the mouth. Second dorsal fin originates over anal fin. Lives in relative shallow seas T For all the species designated with ‘T’: don’t bring to shore! These fish have to be released alive and
such as the North Sea. unharmed as soon as possible. All the details, including the condition of the fish when it is released have to

6 Lesser spotted dogfish (Scyliorhinus canicula). Lmax = 100 cm. D = 0-100 m. Small and slender shark, dorsally pale brown with be noted in the electronic log. N ‘
patterns of numerous dark spots. Second dorsal fin behind anal fin. Nasal furrows do reach the mouth. 8-9 sometimes poorly visible R For all the species designated with ‘R’: allowed to bring to shore, but conditional of the applying TAC's
broader vertical stripes (saddles). Occurs in the North Sea and along the North-East Atlantic coasts. (Total Allowable Catch) and quota for these species, and with obligated registration on species level when

7 T Spurdog; spiny dogfish (Squalus acanthias). Lmax = 160 cm. D = 0-1500 m. Watch out: The spurdog has two dorsal fins with large, bringing to s_h_ore' . . . ) ) .
sharp spines. No anal fin. Female spurdogs gather in schools which makes a catch of multiple animals quite possible. Occurs in the North . For the remaining species (not designated with a T or R on the card): allowed to bring to shore, but conditional
Sea and along the North-East Atlantic coasts. of the applying TAC'’s and quota for these species.

8 Starry smooth-hound (Mustelus asterias). Lmax = 140 cm. D = 100 m. Large, generally white spotted smooth-hound is most of the time ' Toreloaseiall the non-commercial species alive'and unhanmed is recommended.
easily identifiable, however these spots can be faded or completely absent. The starry smooth-hound prefers mud, sand and gravel )
bottoms and occurs in the North Sea, Mediterranean Sea and along the North-East Atlantic coasts. Catches of rare and/or tagged fishes

9 Tope (Galeorhinus galeus). Lmax = 200 cm. D = 0-1100 m. Tope have elongated pectoral fins (sea swords) and a pointed snout. Second IMARES is interested in reports of a!l the sp'ecral‘ c_:atcht_as, |.t‘e. ’speCIes wl'_nch dq not occur in regular catches_, For
dorsal fin is as large as the anal fin. They have a rough skin. Occurs in the North Sea and North Atlantic coasts. Tope landings are restricted sharks, skates and rays, those species are identified with a “T” and species which are not on the card but still occur
on the English side of the channel. sporadically (such as species of deeper waters).

: P It is asked to note the following: the date, coordinates of the location of the catch, type of fishing gear, depth, pictures,
SHATES A RAYS foshios sudipaitic e e and the (estimated) length and weight. Reports of tagged fish can also be sent to IMARES. If a fish carries a tag, then

10 Stingray (Dasyatis pastinaca). Lmax = 140 cm. D = 5-200 m. Watch out for the flexible tail of the stingray, it contains a venomous spine. please also write down the number of the tag and make pictures of the fish and the tag. If possible put tagged fish
Itis the only ray in the North Sea without dorsal fins. The whip-like tail is 1.5 times the length of the body. Occurs mostly along the shore back alive. If it isn’t, keep the fish in the freezer and ask if the researcher has any interest for the fish.
on sandy bottoms. Catches are known at the Oosterschelde.

11 T Skate (Dipturus batis - complex). Lmax = 285 cm. D = 100-200 m. The skate has a long pointed snout and a variable pattern of light spots
and dark blotches. The skate is a bottom dweller, active both day and night. Nowadays two species of skate are recognized: Dipturus flos You can pass catches of rare and tagged fish down to IMARES via the mail address:
sada and Dipturus intermedia, however they are difficult to tell apart in build. Juveniles have large orbital thorns. Occurs in the North Sea, waarnemina.imares@wur.nl and to Sportvisserij Nederland via the catch form on www.sharkrav.eu.
Mediterranean Sea and along the North-East Atlantic coasts. e

12 T White skate (Rostroraja alba). Lmax = 230 cm. D = 50-500 m. Dorsal surface varies from pale grey to grey blue in adults, red brown in
ij;:{r::isg::tgél surface is white without black pores. Talil slightly shorter than body. Occurs in the North Sea and along the North-East How to release?

_ . Treat these fish with care and respect. Do NOT lift sharks, skates and rays from the tail.

13 R Thornback ray (Raja clavata). Lmax = 140 cm. D = 10-30 m; autumn/winter D = < 10 m. The thornback ray shows an incredibly large varia- Their spine can be damaged pretty badly which can be lethal for the fish. The chance of
tion in colouring making identification of the species potentially challenging. It varies from light brown to grey with darker blotches survival after release is also dependent of the handlina on board
and numerous yellow patches. Row of 30-50 thons along midline to first dorsal fin. The tail is long and solid with rows of thomns running P b diing:onb '
longitudinally. Mostly gets caught in coastal waters with sandy and mud-like bottoms in the North Sea.
= 05 ¢on. TEEEAD0 7 = b Please note!

"] T || o et o et s, Sty ok s c e e ek, ks kv et et s Many shatis; skates aad rays frave:sirong laws and

' i it ! i ' i ‘ a rough skin, some species have thorns and spines. B !CES area - the southern North Sea

15 R Cuckoo ray (Leucoraja naevus). Lmax = 75 cm. D = 20-250 m. The cuckoo ray is easily identified by the black eye-spot that is present on Even so, the sharks, skates and rays of the southern and the (eastern) English Channel
each pectoral fin. These are large and marbled with yellow stripes making them extremely distinctive. Four rows of thorns on tail, inner two North Sea and the (eastern) English Channel
continue onto back. Occurs in the entire North Sea. are — if correctly handled — not dangerous to humans. ; ~

16 T Undulate ray (Raja undulata). Lmax =100 cm. D = 50-200 m. Pattern of dark undulating bands lined with two rows of white spots. Ventral surface ;3'::’: e;S,'-:a 14
white with dark margins. The undulate ray is rare in the Canal and the southern part of the North Sea. Mostly occurs in the Mediterranean Sea. More information P

17 R Spotted ray (Raja montagui). Lmax = 80 cm. D = 20-500 m. Dorsal surface yellow to pale brown. Many dark spots which do not extend to More information about correct handling and biological 5’
edge of pectoral fins. Row of 20-50 thorns along midline to first dorsal fin and often simple eye-spot on each pectoral fin. Two dorsal fins of knowledge about sharks, skates and rays (including .
the same size on the tail. Occurs in coastal waters of the North Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. detailed and illustrative factsheets of every species) 4

18 R Blonde ray (Raja brachyura). Lmax = 125 cm. D = 10-400 m. Dorsal surface is ochreous to light brown. covered in small, dark spots which can be found on the following websites: :
extend to the very edge of the pectoral fins. Larger, lighter spots are often present. Median row of 31-45 thorns. Occurs in the North Sea e
and the Mediterranean sea on rocky and sandy bottoms. CVO: www.cvo-visserij.nl . \!

ray shark Dutch Shark Society: www.dutchsharksociety.org .
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